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Legislative Roundup 
What’s still alive?

• AB24:
• Under existing law, if a court finds a defendant incompetent, and dangerous to 

himself or herself or to society and that commitment is required for a determination 
of the defendant's ability to receive treatment and attain competence, the 
defendant may be committed for detention and treatment at a secure facility of 
the Division of Public and Behavioral Health of the Department of Health and 
Human Services. (NRS 178.425) If the court dismisses criminal charges against such a 
defendant because the court determines that the defendant is incompetent, with no 
substantial probability of attaining competence in the foreseeable future and the 
court makes certain other findings related to the defendant's dangerousness, the 
court may order the defendant to be committed to a forensic facility of the Division. 
(NRS 178.461) Existing law also provides that if a defendant is acquitted by reason of 
insanity, the defendant may be detained in a forensic facility of the Division. (NRS 
175.539) This bill revises the definition of a forensic facility in which those 
defendants may be detained.  Justice Reform/Civil Rights



• AB96:
• AN ACT relating to emergency medical services; authorizing a governmental 

entity which licenses and regulates emergency response employees to enter 
into a contract with a nonprofit organization to establish a program to 
provide peer support counseling to emergency response employees who are 
experiencing mental health issues as a result of the nature of their work.  
Services Funding 

• AB181:
• AN ACT relating to mental health; providing for the reporting of certain 

information by certain providers of health care relating to attempted suicide; 
requiring certain insurers and other organizations providing health coverage 
to adhere to certain provisions of federal law; requiring certain insurers and 
other organizations providing health coverage to submit information 
demonstrating mental health parity and addiction equity compliance; 
providing a penalty; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

• Civil Rights/Stigma



• AB315:
• AN ACT relating to public employees; requiring the employer of a police 

officer, firefighter or correctional officer to make available certain 
information and counseling relating to mental health issues to the police 
officer, firefighter or correctional officer; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto.

• Services Funding 

• AB327:
• AN ACT relating to mental health; requiring certain mental health 

professionals to complete continuing education concerning cultural 
competency and diversity, equity and inclusion; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. Services Civil Rights 



• SB70:
• AN ACT relating to mental health; revising provisions governing the use of 

chemical restraints on persons with disabilities; establishing procedures for 
placing a person on and releasing a person from a mental health crisis hold; 
revising provisions governing the emergency admission of a person to a 
mental health facility or hospital; revising provisions governing involuntary 
court-ordered admission to a mental health facility and assisted outpatient 
treatment; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. Justice 
Reform & Treatment

• SB146:
• AN ACT relating to mental health; requiring certain psychiatric facilities to 

consult with the treating provider of health care of a child with an emotional 
disturbance who is subject to the jurisdiction of a juvenile court under 
certain circumstances; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
Justice Reform & Treatment



• SB154:
• AN ACT relating to Medicaid; requiring the Department of Health and 

Human Services to apply for a waiver to receive federal funding for coverage 
of the treatment of the substance use disorder of a person in an institution 
for mental diseases; authorizing the Department to apply for a waiver to 
receive federal funding for coverage of the treatment of certain mental health 
conditions of persons in an institution for mental diseases; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. Justice Reform Treatment Stigma

• SB156:
• Existing law authorizes the Division of Public and Behavioral Health of the 

Department of Health and Human Services to issue an endorsement as a 
crisis stabilization center to the holder of a license to operate a psychiatric 
hospital that meets certain requirements, including, without limitation, 
providing crisis stabilization services. Crisis Management 



• SB230:
• AN ACT relating to mental health; providing for the reporting of information 

relating to integrated student support services provided to pupils enrolled in a 
program of distance education; requiring the board of trustees of each school 
district to ensure that all school employees receive certain training relating to 
trauma; requiring the State Board of Education to adopt certain regulations; 
providing for the establishment of a program to provide training concerning the 
identification and assistance of persons who have certain behavioral health 
conditions; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. Education 
Preventative Care

• SB249:
• AN ACT relating to education; requiring the board of trustees of a school district or 

the governing body of a charter school to include certain information on an 
identification card issued to a pupil; requiring a pupil to be excused from attendance 
at a public school for behavioral health reasons in certain circumstances; providing 
that a qualified mental health professional or behavioral health professional can 
provide a certificate to excuse a pupil from attendance at school; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. Education Treatment Civil Rights



• AB23:
• AN ACT relating to criminal procedure; revising the procedure for the commitment 

of certain criminal defendants whom the court finds to be incompetent to the 
custody of the Administrator of the Division of Public and Behavioral Health of the 
Department of Health and Human Services; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. Justice Reform

• SB44:
AN ACT relating to behavioral health; requiring an alternate means for an applicant 

for certain licenses and certificates to submit official transcripts if certain conditions are 
satisfied; requiring the adoption of regulations that authorize the remote supervision of 
certain persons; requiring licensing boards that regulate various professions relating to 
behavioral health to report certain information; revising provisions governing certain 
licenses by endorsement; providing for the issuance of a license as a master social worker 
to an applicant who meets certain qualifications; authorizing a master social worker or 
independent social worker to engage in certain activities; prescribing required 
documentation for an applicant for a license to engage in social work who is the graduate 
of a foreign college or university; authorizing the Board of Examiners for Social Workers to 
place a license to engage in social work on inactive status and refuse to issue a license 
under certain circumstances; requiring an employee of the Board to submit a complaint 
against a licensee to the Board under certain circumstances; prohibiting a person from 
engaging in the unlicensed practice of social work; providing a penalty; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. Workforce



• SB56:
• Existing law defines the term “telehealth” to mean the delivery of services 

from a provider of health care to a patient at a different location through the 
use of information and audio-visual communication technology, not including 
standard telephone, facsimile or electronic mail. (NRS 629.515) Existing law 
imposes certain requirements concerning coverage of telehealth services by 
insurers and certain other third-party payers. Those requirements: (1) include 
a requirement that an insurer or other third-party payer must cover services 
provided through telehealth to the same extent as if provided in person or by 
other means; and (2) apply to health coverage, including Medicaid and health 
plans for state and local government employees, and workers' compensation 
coverage. (NRS 287.010, 287.04335, 422.2721, 616C.730, 689A.0463, 
689B.0369, 689C.195, 695A.265, 695B.1904, 695C.1708, 695F.090, 695G.162) 
Sections 1-5.3 and 6.6 of this bill extend those requirements, as they apply to 
health insurers other than Medicaid, to also apply to behavioral health 
services provided by standard telephone. Sections 1-5.3 and 6.6 require such 
health insurers to cover behavioral health services provided by standard 
telephone in the same amount as if those services were provided in person or 
by other means.  Services Treatment 



• SB69:
• AN ACT relating to behavioral health; requiring peer recovery support 

specialists and peer recovery support specialist supervisors who provide peer 
recovery support services under certain conditions to be certified; Treatment

• SB390:
• AN ACT relating to behavioral health; providing for the establishment of a 

suicide prevention and behavioral health crisis hotline; requiring the 
imposition of a surcharge on certain communications services to support the 
hotline; creating the Nevada Fund for Healthy Communities; requiring the 
State Treasurer to deposit the proceeds of certain litigation into the Fund; 
authorizing the Department of Health and Human Services to use a portion of 
the money in the Fund for certain statewide projects; requiring the 
Department to award grants from the Fund to support certain projects to 
address the impact of opioid use disorder and other substance use disorders; 
prescribing certain procedures relating to the awarding of those grants; and 
providing other matters properly relating thereto. Crisis Services 



• SB424:
• Existing law requires the Division of Public and Behavioral Health of the 

Department of Health and Human Services to administer provisions of law 
relating to public health. (NRS 439.010) This bill: (1) creates the Public Health 
Resource Office within the Division; and (2) provides for the appointment of 
the Public Health Resource Officer to oversee the Office. This bill requires 
the Office to perform certain duties to improve the delivery of public health 
services and otherwise meet the public health needs of this State. Services

• SB96:
• AN ACT relating to disability services; requiring the Department of Health and 

Human Services to biennially establish reimbursement rates for the services 
of certain providers for persons with autism spectrum disorders that are 
comparable to reimbursement rates paid by Medicaid programs in other 
states; requiring the Department to establish certain limitations relating to 
the provision of such services to recipients of Medicaid Services 









https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-
about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/






https://www.nasponline.org/research-and-policy/policy-priorities/critical-policy-issues/shortage-of-school-psychologists







CSN Applied Psychology 
Certificates & Degree Pathways

• Vote Nevada #1 Mental and Behavioral Health Priority: Workforce development 
• https://www.csn.edu/programs/applied-psychology

• Vote Nevada’s full recommendations for Mental & Behavioral Health Reform: 
• https://vote-nevada-blog.org/mental-and-behavioral-health/

https://www.csn.edu/programs/applied-psychology
https://vote-nevada-blog.org/mental-and-behavioral-health/
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