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Life Cycle of 
Advocacy

• We often divide democracy into elections & advocacy 
• Yet advocacy is a never-ending process
• It is vital that we hold the political parties accountable through advocacy  

This Guide will 
look at advocacy:

• During special sessions

ADVOCACY = ACCOUNTABILITY 



What is a 
Special 
Session?

• Our legislature meets 120 days in odd years
• Interim committees have limited power
• The Governor has limited emergency power 

under Nevada Revised Statutes 

• What if we need more than limited, 
emergency decisions?

• Special Session
• Short, more limited legislative session 



Nevada 
Constitution 
Article 5, 
Section 9

• Sec. 9. Special sessions of Legislature: Authority 
of Governor; limitations on business and duration; 
void actions.

• 1. Except as otherwise provided in Section 2A 
of Article 4 of this Constitution, the Governor may, 
on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
Legislature by Proclamation and shall state to both 
houses, when organized, the business for which 
they have been specially convened. 

• 2. At a special session convened pursuant to 
this section, the Legislature shall not introduce, 
consider or pass any bills except those related to 
the business for which the Legislature has been 
specially convened and those necessary to provide 
for the expenses of the session.



The 
Proclamation:
Sets the 
Agenda



All legislative 
hearings will stream 
live through internal 
video and on a new 
YouTube channel

Legislative hearings 
live-stream from 
Scheduled Meetings

Go to the Nevada Legislature’s website: https://www.leg.state.nv.us/

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/

Access all 
session 
information 
through NELIS



On NELIS you can find 
information for bills, 
committees, the daily 
calendar, and upcoming 
floor sessions. 



The Bills page provides 
links to the special 
session bills.

You can click on a bill’s 
name to read more. 



Special Sessions have fewer committees and more 
work is completed during floor sessions, referred to 
as Committee of the Whole.

Committees 



Individual committee pages include 
links for meetings along with video links 
and versions of bills under consideration



1. To go to the 
Special Session 
webpage on the 
legislative 
website, on the 
upper left-hand 
side of the 
webpage, click 
on Session Info

2. Click on All Sessions

3.  Click on 31st (2020) 
Special Session 



The Special Session webpage 
includes all the session information

You can find 
individual 
legislator’s 
contact 
information

You can share 
your opinions 
on bills through 
a polling 
feature 



To watch a 
hearing quickly, 
go to Scheduled 
meetings



From the Calendar of Meetings page,  you 
can view archived hearings, view live-
streaming video,  see the public comment 
call number, go to a committee page, and 
view a meeting’s agenda. 



Communication

Directly with a Legislator

• Please be polite & civil
• Form letters are not 

effective
• Email or call & identify as 

a Nevadan 
• Provide a personal story 

(how does this effect me)
• Put Yes or No & the bill 

name in the subject line

Through Social Media

• Tagging: Please be polite
• Hashtag: Use #nvleg as 

the legislative hashtag
• Images: Share pictures 

that convey important 
information 

• Curate a good feed with 
diverse & expert sources

• Follow legislative 
reporters 

Testifying

• Stay under two minutes
• Use helpful words, not 

yelling or telling words 
(no one likes to be yelled 
at or told what to do)



Special Session Rules

Committee of the Whole
Legislators may suspend the Open Meeting Law

Discussions “Behind the bar” are not public

Debates and votes happen on the house floor

Bills
Submitted by the Governor

Legislators cannot submit bills

Governor’s bills can be amended

Pandemic Rule: The public & lobbyists not allowed in the building 
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