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Outline

• Introduction
• Nevada in the National Context
• Trends in Nevada’s Data
• Projected Growth and Impacts 
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Introductions 

• The Crime and Justice Institute (CJI) at CRJ works 
with local, state and national criminal justice 
organizations to develop approaches that work to 
reduce recidivism, cut costs, and promote public 
safety throughout the country.

• CJI provides nonpartisan policy analysis and 
technical assistance, research and program 
evaluation, and educational activities to states, 
agencies, and departments throughout the country.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I walk through the two phases of JRI I wanted to give you all a little bit of background on CJI. (read slide) 

CJI is part of a larger organization, Community Resources for Justice (CRJ). 
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CJI-Pew Justice Reinvestment Collaboration 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2008, CJI and our Pew partners have provided technical assistance to 16 states through the Justice Reinvestment Initiative. This includes both adult and juvenile justice reform states. In addition to Nevada, we are also currently working on a juvenile justice reform efforts in Arkansas.
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JRI Phase I

•Process:
•Data and system analysis
•Policy development
•Legislative process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In phase I a task force/work group is convened to take a deep dive into the state’s correctional data to understand what may be driving a state’s population including who is coming in the door and how long they are staying. will consult with criminal justice stakeholders and experts, study the drivers of Kentucky’s prison population growth, and review the best research in the field on how to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes for individuals. 

In addition to the data analysis, a system assessment process is conducted to develop a comprehensive understanding of the state’s criminal justice system and key decision points. The system assessment process includes a comprehensive review of statutes, court rules, agency policies, and administrative regulations, as well as interviews with stakeholders from all relevant parts of the state’s criminal justice system. 

Information collected through the data and system analysis is presented back to the task force to be used during the policy development process. Typically, a work group or task force will group up into three subgroups to focus on specific policy areas – usually sentencing, release and community supervision. Finally, recommendations that come from the phase I task force are drafted into a report and presented to state leadership. 

The timeline for phase I is typically up to a year. 
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JRI Phase II

•Process:
•Implement policies 
•Measure outcomes
•Reinvest savings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
. 




Data Findings 
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After Decades of Growth, Nevada Prison 
Population Continues to Climb

Source: Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
From Intro PPT, already QC’d

Mention capacity issues, female single facility, and that 200 ppl transferred to AZ in 2017
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Nevada’s Female Prison Population 
Increased By Over 1500% 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extra Female Tables, BJS Pop

From under 100 in the late 1970s to over 1200
AS - QC’d
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Nevada’s Female Imprisonment Rate is 43% 
Higher Than the National Average and Growing

Source: Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National 
Prisoner Statistics 2016 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
N/A
From Intro PPT, already QC’d
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Growth in Nevada’s Female Prison 
Population Far Outpaces National Trends
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AS QC’d Nevada numbers



12

African Americans Overrepresented in 
Female Prison Population 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extra Female Tables, Demographics
AS – QC’d
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Average Age of Women in Prison is 37
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extra Female Tables, Demographics
AS – QC’d



14

More than Half of Female Admissions 
Present Mental Health Needs

Without Mental 
Health Needs

48%

With Mental 
Health Needs

52%

Female Prison Admissions by Mental Health Needs, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW checked
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 7

Note: Women’s facility lacks MH treatment 

NDOC data from earlier this year found that 27% of women at that facility are on psychotropic medication. 
Additionally one camp that serves women. No facilities that accept YOP (youth offenders sentenced as adults) so two girls were sent to AZ, state is not sure where/how to house the 3rd bc AZ won’t take any more. 
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Iron Law of Prison Population Growth

Admissions + Time Served 
= NDOC Population



16

Female Prison Admissions Up 39% 
Over Last Decade
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW already checked 
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 1

Admissions to Prison are up nearly 6% over the last 10 years. 
Female admissions are up more than 39%

There is one medium-security prison for women in NV and it is at/near capacity. 
Florence McClure, well above capacity it was initially built for (778 beds)
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Female Admissions Growth Driven by 
Community Supervision Violations
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW - Slide 59 I’m seeing a 76% increase for female parole violators 2008-2017. The graph itself is correct but the textbox you added isn’t. 
AS – Fixed
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 7

Growth rates:
New prisoner – 16%
Parole Revocation – 76%
Probation revocation – 49%
Other – 115%
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Recidivism Rates Have Grown for 
Female Offenders
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Previously QC’d
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Nearly 4 in 5 Female Admissions for 
Non-Person Crimes

Person 
21%

Non-Person
79%

Female Prison Admissions by Person Offense, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW Checked
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 8
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Significant Growth in Property 
and Drug Admissions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AS – QC’d 

Admissions Graphs, Tables 7-8
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Top 10 Offenses for Female 
Admissions Are Non-Person

Offense 2017
Percent Growth 

From 2008

Burglary 67 1%

Possession of a Controlled Substance, Schedule 1-4 1st Offense 64 14%

Attempted Burglary 63 52%

Trafficking of a Controlled Substance, Category B 40 29%

Possession of a Controlled Substance For Sale, Schedule 1&2, 1st Offense 36 0%

Attempted Possession Stolen Vehicle 30 43%

Grand Larceny 30 40%

Attempted Grand Larceny 27 15%

DUI 27 -11%

Possession Stolen Vehicle 27 11%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW checked offense names and  2017 freqs only – no 2008 data shown on the tab cited below.
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 9

Total Class B Trafficking in 2017 – 40 
Total Class B Trafficking in 2008 – 31

Percent Growth in Class B Trafficking – 29% 
^ Extra Female Tables, Sheet1, Row 121 

AS – QC’d new trafficking number
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Over Half of Female Admissions Have No 
Prior Felony Conviction

No Priors
55%1 to 2 Priors

25%

3+ Priors
20%

Female Prison Admissions by Prior Criminal History, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YW Checked
Graph: Admission Graphs, Table 7
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Time Served Increased 24% for Female 
New Prisoners 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Release Tables, TS_Gender 
AS – QC’d
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Time Served Increased Across All 
Offense Types

28.5

15.5 14

18.2

34.2

18.8 17.7

25.9

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Person Property Drug Other

M
on

th
s

Mean Time Served in Prison and Jail by Female New Prisoners by Offense Type, 
2012 vs 2017

2012 2017

Time Served for 
Property Offenses  

Grew 21%

Time Served for 
Drug Offenses 

Grew 26%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Release Tables, TSGender
AS – QC’d
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Min Sentences Are Up 16% and 
Max Sentences Are Up 12%
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Presentation Notes
Extra Female Tables, Sheet 1

AS QC’d – 
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Iron Law of Prison Population Growth

Admissions + Time Served 
= NDOC Population
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Overview of Data Trends

Admissions 
up 39% since 

2008 

Time served 
up 24% since 

2012

Female Prison 
Population 

up 29% since 
2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The data we have seen so far in our analysis is admissions are up, sentence lengths are up, and time served is up. The combined impact of all three of these is a growing prison population. As we have heard Alison mention previously, this prison growth rate is higher than the growth rate of the state’s general population. What that means is that 

AS – QC’d
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Female Prison Population Projected to 
Grow 14% by 2028
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AS – QC’d – See comment re: 2018 numbers

Extra Female Tables, Demographics

NDOC only has one institution for female offenders: Florence McClure 
It was designed to hold 786 inmates, but currently houses over 1,000 female offenders 
It has no mental health unit
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Impact of Female Prison Population Growth

• Every dollar spent on incarceration is money that could be 
used to fund drug treatment or behavioral health 
programs

• The state’s only female institution is currently over 
capacity. The Department of Corrections will be forced to 
construct an additional wing of the prison, at a significant 
cost 

• The reliance on incarceration of women, especially where 
adequate treatment and counseling are not available, can 
compound these problems, create new trauma, and 
increase recidivism
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Contact

• Contact information
Sam Packard 
Phone: 617-548-1138
Email: spackard@crj.org

Maura McNamara
Phone: 617-529-3654
Email: mmcnamara@crj.org

mailto:spackard@crj.org
mailto:mmcnamara@crj.org
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Disclaimer

This project was supported by Grant No. 2015-ZB-BX-K002 awarded by 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a 
component of the Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs, 

which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National 
Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. 
Points of view or opinions in this presentation are those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the 

U.S. Department of Justice.
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